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Great Occasions of Rejoicing in the 
SSS Vietnamese Province 

 
 
According to the tradition of the SSS Vietnamese 
province, on August 2

nd
 of each year we celebrate the 

feast day of our Founder, St. Peter Julian Eymard, in 
a solemn Eucharistic Celebration in Khiet Tam 
Church with rites of first and perpetual professions of 
religious vows. August 2

nd
 of this year, however, falls 

on a Sunday. Thus, for pastoral considerations the 
celebration was anticipated a day before, which in 
effect was the actual date of our founder’s death in 
1868. On this special occasion, the Province joyfully 
welcomed courageous young men who willingly 
accepted the challenge to come forward and join the 
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament and ardently 
commit themselves to the Eucharistic mission. 
 
Leading to the feast day celebration, on July 31

st
, 11 

young men officially started their canonical year of 
novitiate. This period is a special year for them to live 
in intimacy with Jesus in the Eucharist, to learn the 
SSS way of life, and to continue the process of 
vocation discernment according to the SSS charism. 
The joyful celebration on August 1

st
 presided by Fr. 

Joseph Tro, provincial superior, with seventy 
concelebrating priests - Sacramentinos, spiritual 
directors, professors, guests – and participated by a 
great number of the faithful – religious, families, 
relatives, benefactors, friends –, ushered in 
remarkable turning points in the life of our young 
confreres.  
 
 

 
After finishing their two years of novitiate, 11 
neophytes made their first profession of religious 
vows.  

 
Subsequently, 9 scholastics made their profession of 
perpetual vows marking their definitive commitment to 
the consecrated life in the Eymardian religious family. 
They are indeed the beautiful fruits that we offer to 
God and we ask him to transform them to become 
disciples-apostles of the Eucharist following the 
footsteps of St. Peter Julian Eymard.  
 
In his homily, Fr. Joseph Mary Quang SSS, parish 
priest of Khiet Tam Church, presented the profound 
significance of the Eucharist to all Sacramentino 
religious, particularly with the profession of religious 
vows. He emphasized that “the Eucharist becomes 
the flesh and blood of each Sacramentino religious, 
so that when we think we think about the Eucharist, 

 
 



2 

when we talk we talk about the Eucharist, when we 
do our ministries we do it in the Eucharist ….”. After 
the Celebration we shared the joy of our newly 
professed brothers in a hearty party at the grounds of 
the Provincial House. 
 
On another occasion, on the 5

th
 of September 2015 at 

the SSS Scholasticate chapel, 4 SSS religious were 
ordained deacons by Bishop Peter Tran Dinh Tu, 
bishop emeritus of the Diocese of Phú Cuong. They 
are Peter Mai Quoc Anh SSS, Joseph Tran Minh Hieu 
SSS, Joseph Le Huu Phuoc SSS and Dominic 
Nguyen Dinh Thuc SSS. 
 

 
It is worth rejoicing too that previously, on the 7

th
 of 

July 2015, 30 young men attracted to the SSS 
spirituality and charism took the entrance test of the 
Congregation. There are 24 of them who passed the 
exam and had officially joined the Aspirancy program. 
They are expected to finish their four years of 
university studies before joining the Postulancy 
program.  
 
May God through the intercession of St. Peter Julian 
Eymard continuously inspire our young religious 
confreres with passion for the Eucharistic mission. 
 
FR. JOSEPH TRAN HONG SON, SSS 
FR. JOSEPH BINH QUOC VU, SSS 
 
 
 

 
 
 

In the footsteps of Fr Eymard 
 

Walk 31 July – 1 August 2015 
 
Never alone, this was the theme of two journeys in 
the footsteps of Father Eymard. For the fourth 
consecutive year a group of thirteen walkers set out 
on Friday 31 July. Before starting the group and the 
logistic theme met for a time of prayer in the chapel of 
Father Eymard. They began in silence in order to 
meditate on the text of the reading from the Book of 

Genesis: ‘The Lord God said: “It is not good for man 
to be alone”’. 
 
At the chapel of La Roizonne (Siévoz le Haut) each 
one introduced himself and chose a proverb from 
various countries of the world relating to the theme 
Never alone. Prayer before the picnic made us aware 
of reaching out to others and accepting the help of 
our brother. After the meal the group set off again in 
the direction of Saint Laurent en Beaumont, reached 
in this first stage. Mass concluded this day and a 
period of guided adoration as well as a time of prayer 
in which each one placed a lighted candle in front of 
the Blessed Sacrament. Texts of Father Eymard on 
God’s love for his people summed up well the attitude 
of recollection that placed us in his presence. 
 
After a night’s rest we recited two prayers: You are 
our faith of St Francis of Assisi and Pope Francis’ 
Prayer to Mary. Then we set off again along the route 
of La Salette, passing by Saint Michel en Beaumont. 
Landscapes and magnificent woods that the group 
passed through fostered profitable conversations 
between one another. The Mass that was intended to 
be celebrated outdoors took place in the church of St 
Michael. The text of the Gospel according to Luke 
about the Good Samaritan helping his neighbour 
recalled very well the theme Never alone and Father 
Eymard reminds us in his writings about the invisible 
but ever real presence of Christ at our side.  
 

 
At the hill of Parquetout the meal prepared with 
expertise by the logistic team was much appreciated. 
Despite the rain the team set up sheltering covers 
and mats on the ground for the comfort of all. Then 
the group resumed its journey towards La Salette by 
the path of the Fathers accompanied by some sheep. 
On arriving at the shrine all of us sang I greet you 
Mary in front of the Virgin’s statue. 
 
Notwithstanding weariness, rain and mud of the last 
day, at the end each one was glad about these two 
days rich in prayer, contact with others, 
conversations, sharing and everyone experienced 
deeply the theme Never alone. A card with the words: 
“I am glad that you exist”, ended our walk. 
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Thanks to Fathers Manuel and Virgil, who 
accompanied the participants in their spiritual journey, 
to Annie, who organised the whole technical 
structure, to the logistic theme and those assisting 
who accompanied the group. Thanks also to people 
who put together the booklet In the footsteps of 
Father Eymard. All took part in a superb way to 
ensure the complete success of these two days on 
which the Lord God said: “It is not good for man to be 
alone”.  
 
MONIQUE AND JEAN-FRANÇOIS BERAUD 
NICOLE REBREYEND 

 
 
 

                 
 
 
 

Pilgrimage 19 and 20 May 2015 
 
The Centre of Spirituality of La Mure suggested that 
Father Eymard be discovered in the significant places 
of his spiritual journey. This year we took up first of all 
the route to the shrine of Our Lady of Osier and we 
celebrated Mass where Father Eymard had 
celebrated his first Mass on the day after his 
ordination on 20/07/1834. 
 

 
It was not by chance that the young priest was led to 
this place. We recall that Peter-Julian began his 
novitiate at Marseilles with the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate, which he had regrettably to leave on 
account of his fragile health. At Our Lady of Osier a 
community of Oblates were established and Father 
Eymard wished to link up again with missionary life. 
But, he was appointed assistant priest at Chatte in 
October 1834 and we were in front of the presbytery 
where a plaque commemorates his sojourn there 
from 1834 to 1837. We entered the church to 
approach this period during which he set himself a 
strict rule of spiritual life and devoted himself 
assiduously to study and meditation on the word of 
God. At Chatte he accompanied his parish priest on 

walks, and one of these led him to Saint-Romans, a 
remarkable place at which there had been erected a 
Calvary that overlooks the plain. Father Eymard 
invites us in a letter to read about nature that reveals 
God’s love to us. He would confide to Mrs Jordan, his 
friend: “Do not forget my rock, its chapel, its lovely 
view. Oh! The delightful hour that I spent there years 
ago at the end of a beautiful day! I felt my soul rejoice 
in peace and meditation that is unforgettable”. He 
would deeply treasure within himself that grace and it 
is only in a letter of 1851 that he would share it. Mrs 
Jordan lived at Saint-Romans; she owned the manor 
of Calet, where a majestic cedar is planted and our 
curiosity led us there. Father Eymard’s and Mrs 
Jordan’s friendship was deep, rich with a great 
spiritual closeness, cemented by a trust and mutual 
respect. 
 

 
It was at the community of Colombier that we were 
warmly welcomed and stayed. We were at home; 
some parishioners were able to greet Father 
Schaffner. 
 
The next day at Ars we recalled the caring friendship 
between Father Eymard and the holy Curé of Ars. 
2015 celebrates the 200

th
 anniversary of the priestly 

ordination of the holy Curé. We became acquainted 
with his life’s journey thanks to the talk given by 
Benedictine nun. The Curé of Ars was an assiduous 
confessor, spending hours reconciling people with 
God. As a pastor full of charity, he spent himself 
without counting the cost. At his canonisation in 1925 
he became the patron of all parish priests in the 
world. The Curé of Ars told Marguerite Guillot, who 
was called by Father Eymard to set up the women’s 
branch of his Congregation: “Ah! What happiness and 
what grace God is giving in calling you there. Father 
Eymard, my child, is a great saint”. The Curé of Ars 
always encouraged Father Eymard in his work. Once 
when discouraged, Father Eymard asked his friend 
for reassurance and prayers. They were both 
overcome to the point of tears in thinking of Jesus’ 
presence in the tabernacle and embraced each other. 
This was at their last meeting: Jean-Marie Vianney 
died shortly afterwards on 4 August 1859. 
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20 people took part in this pilgrimage in great 
serenity. Some commented about the experience: “It 
is moving to walk in the footsteps of Father Eymard;” 
“the group was helpful along the walk of the 
pilgrimage;” “one starts again with proposals and food 
for thought.” We thank Father Manuel for the little 
booklets for the journey and their documentary and 
thematic points.  
 
BRIGITTE CASSARD 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

New SSS Associates and Priests 
 

The Province of Blessed Isidore Bakanja 
organized a Cenacle for the 4 life teams from 
Kinshasa, from 26

th
 to 28

th
 July 2015, held at the 

Eucharistic Centre "Father Eymard". After this 12 new 
Associates made their first promise in the group. At 
the same time, teams of life from Lonzo and Kikwit 
had gathered for a Triduum of prayer and teaching in 
preparation for the feast of our Founder, celebrated 
every August 2

nd
. 

 

 
The Cenacle which focused on the 

commitments of the laity in the Church and society 
was guided by Father Thaddeus Mupapa sss, 
including also the participation of the elders and the 
aspirant Associates. The solemn Eucharistic 
celebration at the closure of the Cenacle was 
presided by Father Patrick Adidolo sss, Secretary of 
the Council and Delegate of the Provincial Superior. 
Some SSS confreres concelebrated. A fraternal meal, 
served in the courtyard of the Centre after the 
Eucharist, closed the celebration of this day. 

As a reminder, this Cenacle was organized a 
few days from the feast of our holy founder, unlike in 
previous years, to facilitate the preparations for the 

ordination of our two brothers, the deacons Albert 
Ngamayamu and Paulin Manianga. They were in fact 
ordained priests on August 2, 2015, in Kinshasa, in 
the parish of Blessed Anuarite, by his Excellency 
Bishop Edward Kisonga sss, an Auxiliary Bishop of 
the Archdiocese of Kinshasa. In his homily, the 
bishop reminded our two ordinands about the divine 
origin of their vocation and the meaning of 
commitment as a religious priest of the Catholic 
Church, called primarily to be witnesses of Jesus 
Christ and servants, especially of the poor. 
 

 
Apart from August 2

nd
 2015 being the Feast of 

our Founder, this day was celebrated with pomp also 
because it is the first time in its history that the parish 
of Blessed Anuarite was celebrating priestly 
ordinations. This joy was felt throughout the 
Eucharistic celebration, joy marked by dance and 
delight. After the Eucharistic celebration, 
refreshments were served to all guests at the 
InterAfrican scholasticate Emmaus. 

We can only wish a joyful ministry to our two 
new priests and fruitful commitment to our new 
Associates. 

Kinshasa, 15 August 2015 
 
FATHER OLIVIER NDONDO, SSS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Canonical visit of the Provincial 
Superior to the Saint Benedict 

Cenacle 
 
As noted in his Provincial Agenda, Provincial Superior 
Fr Hernaldo Pinto Farias sss conducted a second 
canonical visit in 2015 to the SSS communities, this 
time at Saint Benedict Cenacle. A meeting was 
scheduled with the Parish Pastoral Council and 
Financial Council which, together with the religious, 
lead the life of the community. 
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After listening to some considerations from the 
councillors regarding the situation of life in the parish 
and about how the work of the religious is developing, 
Fr Hernaldo offered thoughts on the role of the 
Pastoral Council and the Financial Council. A parish 
cannot exist without a Pastoral Council and Financial 
Council, which must accompany the pastoral life of 
the community. 
 

 
He cited No. 41 of the Rule of Life, reminding 

each one of us that an SSS parish must be shaped by 
the Eucharist, source and centre of its life, a place of 
sharing and communion, freedom and promotion of  
the human person. We meet at one Table and drink 
from the same Cup, we have the same Father in 
heaven. A spirit of charity unites all those who eat the 
same Eucharistic Bread. He also recalled that it is 
important to work with all those committed to build up 
and realise this fraternity, which has its source in the 
Eucharist. 

During the meeting, Mrs Maze Custódio, 
Secretary of the CCP, handed to the Provincial the 
book containing the Acts of the CCP, while Mr 
Neyrismar did the same regarding the Acts of the 
Financial Council and Mrs Liduina Araújo presented 
the official Register of the parish, where all the events 
of our parish are recorded.  

As befits an authentic SSS community, the 
meeting ended up with sharing a meal.  

 
 

                 
 
 
 

Feast of St. Peter Julian Eymard 
150 years of the Gift of Self 

 
Among the important dates that have been 

proposed as we celebrate this year 2015 of the 
Christian era, one in particular marks our lives as 
heirs of the eminent Apostle of the Eucharist: Saint 
Peter Julian Eymard.  

In view of this, the SSS community of the St. 
Benedict Cenacle met to commemorate the 
celebration of the 150

th
 anniversary of our Holy 

Founder’s GIFT OF SELF. 
In preparation for this celebration, a Triduum 

was celebrated on July 30, 31 and August 1, dates on 
which different aspects of Eymard’s life were 
highlighted, respectively: as a MAN, a FOUNDER and 
a SAINT. 

On August 2
nd

, during a solemn celebration 
presided by the Provincial Superior Fr Hernaldo Pinto 
Farias sss, the religious of the Saint Benedict 
Cenacle, the lay sss community and other faithful  
gathered around the Lord's Table to commemorate 
how Father Eymard dedicated his life to love, to adore 
and to encourage love of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

 
For us, the Eymardian Family, celebrations 

and holding events that recall our important dates and 
occasions reflect what we are: participants in the 
spirituality of the Table, which gathers and generates 
fraternity. This also allows us to be impregnated by 
the dream of Father Eymard. By having our feet on 
the ground, we “start again from the Cenacle,” hearts 
filled with a great passion for the Eucharist. 

 
 

                 
 
 

The Lay SSS community meets the 
Provincial Superior 

 
On August 3, the last day of the programme of 

his canonical visitation, the Provincial Superior Fr 
Hernaldo Pinto Farias sss met with Lay SSS 
community of the Saint Benedict Cenacle for a 
personal colloquy. On this occasion all were able to 
express their concerns, their progress and their 
limitations, receiving the Provincial’s encouragement 
and enthusiasm to face their journey. 

Father Eymard, in a letter to one of his 
parishioners, advised him: “You must get going, 
otherwise it will be like wood that remains near the 
fire; it may soften, crack, get warm, but it does not 
burn unless it is in the fire, absorbed by its strength”. 
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Similarly our Provincial Superior prompted us to offer 
and share our gifts and to be of Service. 

At the end of the meeting, everyone met in the 
Parish House to share a meal and to celebrate the 
Gift of Life of the local community director, Fr Anízio, 
sss. 

 
 

                 
 
 

New coordination team 
 

We inform you that following the decision of 
the National Coordination of the Association of SSS 
Laity and with the agreement of the Provincial 
Superior, Raimunda Flavia Mateus Prado, a SSS 
layperson, was appointed the Coordinatrix of the 
community of St Benedict. 

The information was sent to the local director, 
Fr Anizio Ferreira, who then met the new elected 
team on Saturday afternoon 12 September to speak 
to them about the roles of their officials. 

After a time of prayer and sharing, the officials 
of the coordination were indicated as follows:  
 
Epiane Evangelista Cavalcanti (vice-coordinatrix),  
Aliatar Nogueira (treasurer),  
Liduina Maria Silva Araujo (secretary). 
 

 
We rely on the collaboration of all to carry out 

a fine work, ever following the teachings of our 
Founder, Saint Peter-Julian Eymard, who intended to 
build with lay persons living communities where the 
life of brotherhood, prayer and service would provide 
a convincing witness of the ideal that unites us 
around the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
 
MRS LIDUÍNA ARAÚJO 
SSS LAY ASSOCIATE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Eymard: A Marist Perspective 
 
 
The Third and final Servitium Christi sponsored “Fr. 
Maurice Rouleau Memorial Lecture” took place at the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel Dublin on Friday 28

th
 

August 2015 (the 6
th
 anniversary of Fr. Rouleau’s 

death). The Theme was “Eymard: a Marist 
Perspective” and the Speaker was Fr. Ray Staunton 
sm. We chose this theme because of our curiosity as 
to what the Marists know about, and think about their 
former Confrere, and we were not disappointed. 
 
At the outset, Fr. Staunton told that while he was at 
school at the Marist run Catholic University School in 
Dublin, the school was divided into three “Houses”: 
Colin House, Chanel House, and Eymard House. 
Clearly then, the Marists revere Fr. Eymard as one of 
their “Greats”. In a fascinating outline of the history of 
the Marists, including their foundation at Fourviere in 
1816, many familiar names and places were 
mentioned, as also were events new to us, but 
familiar to Fr. Eymard, and very much part of his life. 
It became clear that throughout his time with the 
Marists, Fr. Eymard was held in very high esteem, 
and that this is still the recollection of him in Marist 
thought.  
 
As to the rather stressful few months in 1856 leading 
up to Fr. Eymard’s dispensation from his Marist Vows, 
Fr. Staunton quoted from Fr. Favre’s account of his 
crucial interviews with Fr. Eymard, to the effect that 
he had agreed to the dispensation “With deep pain 
and regret”. Clearly, Fr. Favre was as distressed by 
the situation as was Fr. Eymard. 
 
Apart from the reassurance that there appears to be 
no residual animosity against Fr. Eymard in the 
Society of Mary, one of the most enlightening things 
we learned was about the Marist approach to Our 
Lady. It seems that their Rule of Life requires that 
they imitate Mary, and they are inspired by her 
discretion and silence. In this year when we mark the 
150

th
 anniversary of St. Peter Julian’s Great Retreat 

of Rome, it is interesting to note that at this high point 
on his spiritual journey, his approach to Mary was still 
the approach he had formed as a Member of the 
Society of Mary.  
 
This lecture experience was a most touching 
encounter with Fr. Eymard’s background, and with his 
Marist Confreres. Afterwards we joked with Fr. 
Staunton, that as our “Father’s” brothers, the Marists 
are our uncles! The information he imparted throws a 
whole new light on Fr. Eymard’s spiritual and life 
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journey, and already we are re-reading his letters in 
the light of this clarification. With seventeen years of 
striving to imitate Mary, is it any wonder that Fr. 
Eymard felt drawn to venerate her Son? 
 
SERVITIUM CHRISTI 
ST. CLARE REGION 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guide for Celebrating Worship of the 
Eucharist outside Mass 
 
BY JOHN THOMAS LANE, SSS 
 
Praying in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament 
outside of Mass has 
been a part of Catholic 
tradition for centuries. 
Although participation 
in the Eucharist at 
Mass is the “source 
and summit of the 
christian life” (Lumen 
Gentium, 11) praying 
before the Eucharist 
after Mass continues 
the grace received at 
Mass and leads us into 
fuller participation at 
the Eucharistic table. 
 
There are many ways to pray in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament and the Church provides 
particular guidelines for these opportunities for 
prayer. In this resource, John Thomas Lane, SSS, 
traces the historical developments of these 
practices from the early Church to the post-
Conciliar reform. Lane walks through the various 
rituals, providing a theological context for best 
parish practices. This book addresses the 
following: 
 
- The Rite of Exposition and Benediction 
- Perpetual Exposition 
- Perpetual Adoration 
- Holy Hours and Forty Hours 
- The Corpus Christi procession 
 

- The Transfer of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
on Holy Thursday 

- Youth and Exposition 
- Eucharistic Congresses and their significance 

for the parish 
 
As part of the Preparing Parish Worship series, this 
book includes: 
- A historical and theological overview of the rites 
- Pastoral guidance for celebrating the various 

rites 
- Quotations from Church documents 
- Answers to frequently asked questions 
- Suggestions for additional resources for study 

and liturgical preparation 
- Glossary 
 
 
 
 

 RIP 
 
 

The death of a brother will be celebrated as a Paschal 
event filled with hope. We shall faithfully carry out the 
prescribed prayers for our deceased (RL 13). 
 
 

N. 1477 - Father Antonio MONIERI 

Province: O. L. of the Bl. Sacrament 

Community: San Benedetto (Italy) 

Death: 22 August 2015 

Age: 94 

Profession: 75 

Priesthood: 69 

 
 

N. 1478 - Father Léas SIRARD 

Province: Saint John the Baptist 

Community: Québec (Canada) 

Death: 12 September 2015 

Age: 91 

Profession: 70 

Priesthood: 64 

 
 
 
 

                 
 
 
 


